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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Some parts of the following Sermon were omitted 
in the delivery, in order to fave time. What was 
delivered was received with great candour, by the 
Miniſters and People preſent on the occaſion ; and, 
at their requeſt, 1s now publiſhed ; though com- 
poted without the mott diſtant idea of ſubmitting 
i: to the public inſpectiou. 


Fuft Publiſhed, (Price One Shilllng 
3 R 1E E | 
TREATISE ON THE LORD'S SUPPER, 
IN TWO SERMONS 


In which its Nature is exrplained ; its Obl! igaticns 
enforced ; the piincipal Objections to its 5 ra- 
tion obviated; and its moral and ſpiritual Pur- 


oſes pointed cut. i 
pores p 24 OC 62 


AN 
SERMONS TO TRA DESMEHN 


FRICAKR ONE SHEIELING, 


Both by the fame A UT H OR. 


ND BEHOLD, THERE ARE LAST WHICH 
"SHALL AR FIRST, AND THEMKE AKE 
FIRST WHICH SHALL BE LAST. 


H E N a queſtion was put to our Lord, whe- 
ther there were few that ſhould be faved ? 
inſtead of anſwering fo uſeleſs an enquiry, he ex- 
horted thoſe around him to ſtrive to enter in at the 
{trait gate, through which alone they could enter 
into celeſtial happineſs ; and enforced his exhor- 
tation with this argument, that many would ſeek 
to enter in, and would not be able: that many 
would make ſome ſhort and feeble, and therefore, 
unſucceſsful efforts for the attainment of future 
glory; or chat many would ſeek admiſſion into the 
abodes of the bleſſed, when the door of mercy was 
Mut againſt them, but ſeek in vain, — And, as the 


R Jews 


6 n 


Jews built much on being in external covenant 


with God, and the deſcendants of his ſervant 
Abraham, our Saviour repreſented, in a ſtriking 
manner, the total inefficacy of any ſuch pleas, tor 
ſecuring the divine regards, in the final day of 
retribution ; ſubjoining, in the words I have read, 
— and behold, there are lait which ſhall be fiyſt, 
and there are firſt which ſha{l be laſt, 


With great propriety on this occaſion, We have 


offered up our thankful acknowledgments to Al. 
mighty God, for the religious privileges we {v 
richly enjoy; and, I preſume, it will not be 
deemed foreign to the particular deſign of ou 


-preſent aſſembling, if, as an argument for im. 


* 


proving thein, I attempt to how that there are 
laſt in privilege, who ſhall be firſt in reward, when 
the characters of men ſhall be impartially weighed, 
and their ſtates unalterably determined and, that 
there are firſt which ſhall be laſt. 


The wiſe and righteous Ruler of the world does 


not grant equal privileges to all mankind, reſpect- 


ing their beſt and moſt important intereſts. The 
means of moral and religious improvement, and. 
of conſequence, the means of final happineſs and 
glory, are variouſly diſpenſed. 


7 
* 


Firs, Some are favoured with a ſupernatural 


diſcovery of the divine will, and have the moſt 


alarming 


A n n m F © 


xlatming and attractive motives to duty and obe⸗ | 
dience ; ; while others are left to the dim light of 

nature, and to ſome obſcure hints handed down to 

them by tradition. And, 


SECONDLY, Among thoſe who live in a land 
enlightened by the glorious diſcoveries ot revelation, 
{ome are placed in a better ſituation, and in more 
advantageous circumſtances than others are, for ac- 
quiring a meetneſs for heaven. An Go as theſe 
there are laſt which ſhall be firſt, a chere! are firlt 
which ſhall be laſt. 


— — — 
5 4 — 5 — 


The great Creator and Lord of the univerſe hath 
ſovereign right to deal differently with his crea- 
tures, He may diſpenſe his free gifts as he pleaſes, 
As the potter hath power over the clay, of the ſame 
lamp, to make one veſſel] unto honour, and another 
unto diſhonour ; fo the ever bleſſed God, the Ma- 
ker of us all, may appoint for us a more or leis 
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deſtrable and advantageous ſtation. He ſaw kt to 
atineunſh the deſcendants of Abraham by ſpecial 
and peculiar privileges. They had the advantage 
of the nations around them much every way, chiefly 


becadſe that unto them were committed the oracles 


of God. To the Iſraelites pertained the adoption, 


— * — . > W 
— ao n 
1 * * " 0 
1 — * e : , * 64, th g 
2 
* $i — 
- — <7 — — . . * A a 
— Shoes — — — . —ñ ̃ wü ⏑——7˖§—ßr—ð«—⁰ tee 


and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and the promiſes; whoſe were the fa- 
thers, and of whom, as concerning the fleſh, 

B 2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt came, who is over all, God bleſſed for ever 

— But there is no neceſſary and invariable con. 

nection between the enjoy ent of ſpecial privileges 
here, and the receiving a diſtinguiſhed reward, or 
any reward, hereafter. Through the perverſene;; 
and depravity of the human heart, the moſt fin 
benefits are often neglected and abuſed ; and, con- 
trary to the benevolent defign of the generous Give, 
made ſubſervient to mens condemnation and ruin 
Notwithſtanding the ſpecial advantages granted 
to the Jewiſh nation, above all the other nation: cf 
men, they were, as to the bulk of them, particu 

larly about the time our Saviour appeared, not 


only deſtitute of true religion, with all their kiph | 


Pretenſions to it, but even ſunk into the very dreg5 


of hypocriſy and vice. Our Lord hath held vp | 


the Scribes and Phariſees (who were the chief 


among the Jews) to the view and abhorrence of | 


the world. He hath repreſented them as like 
whated ſepulchres, which appear beautiful outward, 
but are full of dead men's bones, and of ail un 


cleanneſs: while they appeared outwardly righteous | 
unto men, they were within full of hypocrity aud 
iniquity. Their hatred of the bleſſed Jeſus, who 


came to ſeek and to fave that which was lot; an 
whoſe life and doctrine exemplified and enforced 
the moſt exalted virtne and devotion ; and their 
baſe and inhumen treatment of him ſufficienc) 

vinced 
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evinced the deep degeneracy and wretched malig- 
nicy of their minds. So unhappily did this favoured 


people abuſe the very ſignal privileges which God 


had vouchſafed them. — But, on the other hand, 
we read of thoſe, who, with few advantages, have 
diſcovered an amiable diſpoſition and a worthy cha- 
racer. It is remarkable, that the perſons, in the 


commendation of whoſe faith, our Saviour parti- 


cularly ſpeaks, in the goſpel hiftory, were without 


the pale of the Jewiſh church. To the woman of 
Canaan he ſaid, O woman! great is thy faith. —At 
the faith of the Centurion, who applied to him for 
the healing of his ſervant, he marvelled ; and ſaid, 
{ have not found ſo great faith, no, not in Iſrael : 
have not found ſo great faith in Ifrael, who have 
Moſes and the prophets, which teſtify of me, and 
clearly point me out as the true Meſſiah: I have not 
found ſo great faith in Iſrael, to whom I have preached 
the doctrine of my kingdom, and among whom 1 
have performed my wonderful works, as I have 
found in this Gentile. —An excellent character is 
given of the Centurion, in the tenth chapter of the 
acts of the apoſtles. He is there ſtiled a juſt, and 
a devout man, and one that feared God with all 
his houſe, which gave much alms to the people, 
and prayed to God a alway. And we read, in what 


a It is probable, that Cornelius acquired ſome infight into 


revelation, by his intercourſe with the Jews; but it is ſuf- 


ficient for the argument, that he had fewer advantages than 
they 


* — — 
r XJ OGG 


* os Es I —— a 
Ne: "8 "+ : * 7 - P 
FORTY - „ 2 Nr 2 


. —— * —— 
e — 


— — 
* 


© I 


* — wy —— 3 
K « 4 * 


1 
Pr ale 


44 UB ates oe re Gi ares ES ee Ge batt as, 
. Pa a L 


—— « o open . \ 
A woe +4 48; ao t Ive 


ths — _ 

N 1% oy 

4. 8 
7 . 2 


c 
„„ r 254,24 od . 2 5 


— er ee — 
A on a 


* am. $= ay * r * Ts 
Cn 944 i: hip og eee 


% 
. HO rite es i Lon Mai rect ane. 
. — 
1 A >. 
1 2 my ORR ͤ tn. #22 ww. 
— — 8 


— wat; * 


VERN. 4 46 


— : 
3 bh 
* SA + 


4 
—— — 3 


s 
= — — = _— — 4 
hy ITE a — nd, — — A * 8 
F< : * = A N — — — — — — 
4 Jos EY . * mM G N 
: n Y 3. r pon 2 8 * * — 4 . 
2 2 - * 8 * 2 4 * * 
"I N 4 8 a ä 
- . 1 us 2 . — Hts _ . 
FF 0 4 ee was , 2 * "+ ot Pa: . 1 A 
— — — — 2 n A 
N 2 os " — 3 — * 
5 4 F * * 6 0 "_ wt * * 
we N = Wo 7 272 9 . I 2 8 ns wes <4 pr 
\ * 4 = + — 
—— P os, 


— 
* A 
r l 
* rd 

* We 


v / 4 
8 — 3 — 4 
er * N _ 5 + 55%, prog with 
** as, * A EI "I I Os — 
4 — EY Wy n 1 * — ＋ 
—— 
2 


——̃—̃ 


— I" 


— AW — —d , 
—— 2 2 


_ —— 
oe — 


<5 <0 —— — 
— Wi 
A * 


. 


* 


10 A SER M ON . 

is called prophane hiftory, of many, who, with. 
out the advantage of a written revelation, wer? 
poſſeſſed of amiable and eminent virtues. Now. 


when the privileges of theſe Gentiles, in point of 


virtue and religion, are compared with thof- 
granted to God's antient people, muſt it not be 
acknowledged, that they were, in theſe reſpects, 
far behind them? But, though, they were laſt in 


privilege, were they not firſt in improvement? 


And being firft in virtuous improvement, in their 
day of trial, will they not be firſt in reward, 
the day of retribution ? The laſt ſhall be firit, and 
the firft ſhall be laſt. 


they had, and a better character, —His character is wel 


— worthy a more particular illuſtration. He was upright and 


exemplary in his conduct, both towards God and man.— 
To man he practiſed the great and ſubſtantial duties of juſ- 


tice and of charity, As he acted with integrity in his tranſac. 


tions with the world, rendering to all their due; fo he felt 
for the diftreffed, and miniſtered to their relief, He em. 
ployed his ſubſtance to the godiike purpoſe of doing good. 
in affifting the ſatherleſs and the widow, whom death had 
deprived of their ſupport; or in afſiſting thoſe who were 
reduced to neceſſity by the infirmities of age, or by ſickneſs, 


or by ſome other atflictive viſitation, — He was not ſpar- 


ing in his offices of friendſhip : he gave much alms: hie 
gave with a liberal hand. — He was influenced by a feary 
vigorous principle of benevolence ; and not by a ſudden, 
trankent impulſe of compaſſion, which may ſarprize the 
maſt fordid ſouls into offices of kindneſs, —And he extended 
ins beneficence to fit objects of it without diſtinction: hc 
Save much alms to the people, i. e. io the people of the 

Jews: he had a good repurt amongit them for his liberality : 
Hough generally ated and contemned, by thoſe of every 


Other 
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It is obſerved by the author of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, that God, who at ſundry times, and in 
divers manners, ſpake in times palt unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath, in theſe laſt days, ſpoken 

unto us by his Son. And under the goſpel diſpen- 
ſation, we have fuller and brighter repreſentations 
of the ever bleſſed God, of his juſtice, purity, mercy 
and wiſdom; we have clearer diſcoveries of our 
duty, and ftronger and more animating motives to 
its practice, than thoſe had who lived under the diſ- 
penſation of Moſes. Though there were very va- 
uable advantages enjoyed by thoſe who were fo 
2appy as to be poſſeſſed of the prophetic writings ; 


other nation, they were not excluded from the benevolent 
rezards of this venerable man.— Integrity and benevolence 
were ſtriking features in the character of the Centurion: 
wit theſe. however amiable and excellent, did not form 
the whole, nor the chief of it, — 'Tis not unuſual for men 
o he honeſt and humane, while they pay no regard to the 
duties and obligations of religion: hut virtue and picty were 
united in the Centurion; as he was a MORAL, ſo he was a 
WV OUT man, and one that feared God with ail his houſe, 
and prayed to God alway, He had a deep veneration for the 
eit y. — He worthipped him in his family (as ſeems inti- 
nated in the expreſſion, he ſeared God with all his houſe) 
1 through the influence of his inſtructions, example, and 
Whority, all who dweit under his roof were decent in their 
dent ment, and expreſſed a reverence of the Moſt High. He 
lcd in his own houſe well, He was not fatisfied that his 
omoſtics were dutiful and obedient to ham, unlefs too they 
wers dutiſul and obedient to his Cod. The houſe of the 
Centurion was a httle temple dedicated to the ſervice of the 
fmnighty, He engaged allo in the private offices of devo - 
den. He was a devout man, and prayed to God alway : he 
was conſtant in prayer, at the uſual and ſtated ſeaſons, and 

| was 
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yet their advantages were by no means comparable 


with ours. The views we have of the ſcheme of 


redemption, which were in a great meaſure hid 
under the veil of the law, have the moſt direct ten- 
dency to enkindle and inflame a principle of di- 
vine love; to excite and ftrengthen an abhorrenco 
of fin; and a reverence and eſteem of piety and 
goodneſs. Of all who have exiſted, in any age, 
upon the face of the earth, thoſe are favoured with 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed privileges, who are en- 
lightened with the beams of goſpel truth. 
would be well if profeſſing Chrittians wefe duly 
ſenſible of their privileges, and gratefully in 
was habitually in a ferious, devotional frame, He had no 
diſlike to converſe with his Maker : he was ever ready to 
acknowledge his dependance upon him, and obligations to 


him; to praiſe him for his mighty acts of kindnefs anc 
mercy; and to mtreat the further communication of his 


blefing, He would not ſuffer the concerns of his lation 9 


prevent the diſcharge of rehgiovs duties; nor the performance 
of fome of theſe to ſuperſede the performance of others. He 
did not think the duties of the family rendered fu OG 
the duties of the cloſet, The offices of religion were ge 
light.—His foul was formed for ſublime and exalted devotion, 


Several circumſtances may be mentioned to enhance t“ 
Centurion's character. His birth, education, connections 
and calling were far from being favourable to virtue and 
piety, — He was born and educated where acts of ce 
were, in many inſtances, allowed and applauded, as com: 
mendable and heroic, Fierce and violent paſſions were in 
high repute ; while the mid, humans; and benevol-nt *- 
ſections were of ſmall eſtimation. What were the Gs 
of thoſe, whoſe characters were regarded as great and 
rable by the Roman people, but the ſcourgezand deſtroy" 


of men? They were the inſtruments of vengeance, To 
wowed g 
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proved them. Then their attainments in virtue 
would be great and exalted. But many Chriſtians 
have been far ſurpaſſed, in moral worth and excel- 
lence, by ſuch as have lived under a leſs perfect 
revelation; nay, hy ſuch as have never been at all 
favoured with God's written word. And are not 
thoſe higheſt in the divine eſteem, who beſt improve 
the talents, whatever they be, with which God 
hath ſeen fit to entruſt them? And will they not re- 
ceive, in the final day, the largeſt ſhare of the 
great reward? God is no reſpecter of perſons : but 
in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righ eouſneſs, is accepted with him; and accepted 
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ſpread around them, like a raging tempeſt, devaſtation and 

ruin. Inſtead of ihowing a generous ſympathy with the un- 
"Happy, they inſulted their misfortunes : they led their cap- 
tives in chains, to increaſe their glory, and to grace their 

triumphs. This was cruel and inhuman,-Theſe examples 

of their adraired heroes tended to beget in the minds of the 

people a ferocity of diſpoſition ; and to extirpate the ſweet 

ſenſihilities of nature; eſpecially towards thoſe of a different 

nation and name. Cornelius was a Roman, trained up un- 

der theſe examples, and educated in ſuch falſe maxims ot 

greatneſs and glory; yet, as we have ſeen, he ated with in- 

tegrity to all, and exerciſed kind and benevolent affections 

upon the poor and needy, even of the Jewiſh people. 'His 

charity and befteficence were the more amiable and illuſ- 

trions, as they triumphed over the force of example, and 

the power of prejudice. And his piety was the more com- 

mendable, as it was ſo much ſuperior to what was practiſed 
in his own nation, The national religion confiſted of pom - 

pous and ſuperſtitious rites, which were performed in ho- 

nour of various deities, which, by nature, were no gods; 

but Cornelius worfhipped the only living and true God; and 

Otiered him the devotion of the mind: he worſhipped God 
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with him in proportion to the vigour and influence 
of his holy and virtuous n 


| * | 
This reflection muſt yield pleaſure to our minds, 


as it brightens our views of the general ſituation 
of mankind, reſpecting thggfyture world, and, 
therefore, of the rectitude of God's government; 
and as it obviates an objection often made to the 
goſpel of Chriſt, drawn from its partial propaga- 
tion: for, it is no more W argument that the 
ſcriptures were not given by the inſpiration of God, 


that they are partially propagated, than it is, that 


the world was not made by his power, and is not 
governed by his wiſdom, that manKind are not po. 
ſeſſed of equal capacities, and do not enjoy an equal 
ſhare of temporal bleſſings. His witholding the, 
light of the goſpel from ſome, while he grants it unte 
others, is perfectly analogous to his obvious pro- 
cedure in nature and in providence. 


who is a Spirit, in ſpirit and in truth, His character, how. 7 
ever worthy in itſelf, is heightened, both in a moral and reli- © 


giots view, by the diſadvantages for attaining it arifing from 
example and education.— Nor were his profeſſion and ſta- 
tion more favourable to it, He was a centurion, the com 
mander of a band of ſoldiers, which, as hath been ſuppo:ec, 
- were the life-guard of the Roman governongwhoſe reſidence 
was generally in Ceſarea; and the profeſſion of arms, or 
connections with a court have no benign influence on a r. 
tuous upright character: theſe uſually afford ſtrong tempta- 
tions to vice and folly ; but ſurrounded with thefe tempta- 
tions, the Centurion entered into and purſued the path of 
duty. He acquired and cultivated the noble principles of te 
religion and morality, He did juſtice, loved mercy, and 
walked humbly with his God. 
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Indeed, the final reward will be a free reward to 
all, who ſhall be fo happy as to be partakers of it. 
Eternal life“ is the gift of God: and it is the gift 
of God through jeſus Chriſt gur Lord. It will be 
given through jeſus Chriſt; it will be given as the 
grand bleſſing he hath purchaſed for penitent ſin- 
ners of manänd, even upon thaſe who never 
heard his name; but, who (ſeeing God in his 
; | and entertaining hopes of his mercy from the 
_ diſcoveries of his goodneſs in thin, and from tra- 
ditionary hints of his compaſſion to ſinners, derived 
from his garly er to mankind) lived in the 
prevailing prachice of their duty. God hath not 
left himſelf witlibut witneſs, among any of the 
human race, in that he dges good, and gives them 
rain from heaven, and fruitful feaſogs, Alling their 
hearts with food and gladneſs. But, though the 
final reward be free and gratuitous, reſpecting the 
receivers of it; yet the a!lAviſe God cannot but look 
with an eye of greater favour and complacency on 
thoſe renewed ſouls, who bear a ſtrong reſ{embli.nce 
to him, than on thoſe who have more faint im- 
preſſions of his image. Such, by the eſtabliſhed 
order and conſtitution of things, are qualified for 
; tie enjoyment of à higher degree of happineſs : 
aud God hath prothiſed to beſtov: a higher degree 
of happineſs upon them. As one ſtar differeth 
from dae e, in glory; ſo will it be in the re- 
ſurrection of the juſt. He that ſoweth ſparingly the 
2 ſeeds 


Ty 


16 A s ERM O N. 


ſceds of virtue, ſhall reap ſparingly the reward, of 
glory; and he that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap 
alſo bountifully.— And if attainments in themſclve; 
are equal, yt, if the means of improvement are 
not ſo, he whoſe means of improvement are in- 

ferior, is the beſt character) and will receive the 
largeſt reward, The Judge of all ghe earth will 
do what is perfectly cquitable and right. He will 
never be influenced by any unceaſonable partialities, 
or blind affections, as men too frequently are, 
in the favour and preference they ſhow to one above 
another. His thoughts are not like our thoughts, 

nor his ways like our ways: as high as the heaven 
is above the earth, ſo far are his ways above our 
ways, and his thoughts above ours. He does not, 
indeed, deal with men in the preſent life accord. 
ing to their 1 ; and he hath wiſe rea- 
ſons for not thus dealing, with them, as this 15 
their probationary, ang ot their final ſtate; but, 
hereafter, his dealings with them will be according 
to the real characters they ſuſtain. — And, firs, 4. 
God, in his abundant goodneſs, hath afforded v+, 
as Chriſtians, great and ſignal advantages ſor 
moral and religious improvement, and for attaining 
a large degree of happineſs in the everlaſting <in2- 
dom, let us take care, that we, who are firit n. 
privilege, be not laſt in reward. Can we bear e 
iden of being ſurpaſſed, in virtue and in yy 
neſs, by thoſe upon whom the goſpebof Chriſt, 


its 
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its luſtre? and glory, never the : Shall they out * | | 
ſtrip us in che glorious race, and ſeize the brighter | | 


crown! D If we luffer this are we not e without 
excl * e But, 


K 
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S4 0 There are different degrees of 
religious privilege allotted to thoſe who live under 
the profeſſion of the Apel; and, with reſpect to 
many of theſe, the Þaſt*ſhall be firſt, and the firſt 
ſhall be laſt. For inſtance, 
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It is a prime ang. important privilege, to have the 
principles and maxims of religion and duty early © 
inculcated upon the mind,- A religious education 
is of ineſtimable value. It is a blefling which de- 
mands the utmoſt thankfulneſs. It is the moſt likely 
mean of moderating and reſtraining the fiery and 
impetuous paſſions of youth of preventing their 
talung into the * of fin, which are ſet thick 
around them; and of forming in them habits of 
ſobriety aud goodneſs. Many have cauſe to attri- 1 
bote, under the influence of Heaven, their comfort bi: | 


in this life, and their hope of a better, to the ſalu- 


tary inſtructions, and exemplary conduct of thoſe, * 
ho were entruſted with the ingee&ion and guid- 
ance of their youthful Reps, But, whilſt ſome have 
been ſo wiſe as to improve this invaluable bleſſing to v3 
weir comfort here and happineſs hereafter, upon | 
W others 
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others it hath been cdtally loſt. Have we not known 
many unhappy perſons, notwithitanding the wie 
coufiſels, 10us exhortations, and fervent prayers 
of their th, parents and friends, who have been 
ſeduced by the blandiſhments of vice, and horn: 
avay by the rapid ſtream of abounding iniquity ? 
Though they were planted, fo t& ſpeak, by the 
good providence of God, in ric] * 
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| foil ;, though” they had the favourable and ” 
| promiſing aſpect; and though they were trained and i. 
1 | *. cultivated by an attentive and a ſkilful hand; yet they " 
1 brought forth bitter and noxious fruit. When it, | 3 
i might have been expeAW, that, like a choice and ſp 
= - welt- cultivated vine, they ſhould have bro i2ht s 
\ forth grapes, they brought forth nething but wild 6 
grapes. S 5 

A religious education is not the happy Tot of all. . 1 

There are numerous families Which never call upon : ” 

God's name, and in which even the ſhadow of e. * 

ligion is never ſeen; in which nothing Ks le;s at- 2 

tended to, by thoſe Who preſide in them, than the bs 

AF" tual and immortal welfare of thoſe committed 0 " 

their care. No pains are taken to recommend m " 

enforce, by pretept or by example, the love and » 


fear of God; a veneration for his laws, anda ſtæady 
. 5 ; 
and unreſerved obedience to them ;—a faith nd : 

_ truſt in the Redeemer, for pardon and acceptance; 


e 
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a dependance on che ſanctifying and animating in- 
fluence of the Divine Spirit; — and a ſupteme and 
ardent purſuit of future glory. Thus utterlyjgh- 
concerned are the majority, about the beſt intereſts 
of thoſe, whoſe higheſt happineſs they are bound to 
conſalt, by the obligations of nature and duty, As 
. this neglect 15 groſsly criminal in the fight of God, 
{o, in its effects, *tis exceedingly fatal, But though, 
in general, thoſe, Whoſe minds, in their moſt ſuſ- 
.ceptible ſtate, have been without the inſtruct ids of 


. have remained through life regardleſs of 


— —— — — ——— —— 4 — — — pet 
£ — * rout * 
— kR½ᷣ— ne 
2 — 1 
* * - ** 7 
—— u — 2 a u 


+ 1 


— — wg 
— amt; 4s 2 * 
* ONES e oct oo — 
4 1 F th. Cs WY 
F * — 
4 . « 


r 


- —_ —— — E ans 


A OO ts OBO TOI A EIS CCA PACAP CCA AF CO nA EB 0A 


religion, and under the government of a wgpldly . 
ſpirit; yet, there have been inſtances of perſons, , 
thus neglected in thegarly and moſt hazardous period 
of life, who haze been alarm wich a ſenſe of their | 
danger, is tranſgreſſors againſt God, and expoſed 
to his righteous anger; and of their filthineſs and 

| depravity, as under the diſeaſe of fin; and been 

anxious to be ſaved from their guilt and their defile- 

ment: —who have looked to Jeſus with an eager be- 
lieving eye, as the great propitiation, and as the 
treaſafy of grace ; by whoſe merit pardon is to be 
obtained, and by whoſe inffuence ſin is to be ſub- 
dued ; — who have been ſerious and ſincere in their 
devotedneſs to God; careful and citcumſpeR in 
their walk and converſation - == and active and dili- 
dent in the ſevetal branches of moral an religious 
duty ; — in a word, who have been real, exemplary, 
ws. | and 
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and eminent Chriſtians. There have been, and there 
are, inffances ſuch as theſe, which are monument; 

bai of the richneſs and freedom of divine me: cy. 

Now in reſpect to thoſe who have been bleſt with a 

religious education, but have neglected to improve 

it; and others, to whom ſo ſignal a bleſſing hath 

not been granted, who have yet been brought to 

the knowledge of the truth, and given themſelves 
up to God though his Son, the declaration of on; 

Sat ur in the text will certainly be verified — be- 
hold there are laſt which ſhall be firſt, and therc arc 
firſt hich ſhall be laſt. 


L would further remark, that ſome have much 
more leiſure than «others, for attending to the 
things of religion and immortality. Some, with- 
out neglecting the affairs of civil life; or being 
zamproperly remiſs in the diſcharge of their worldly 
buſineft, may find much time for reading, medita. 
tion and prayer, for ſearching their hearts, and 
trying their ways; for correcting, by divine 
aſſiſtance, what is amiſs in them, and for che- 
riſning and improving what is amiable and praiſe- 
worthy. Of ſuch, higher attainments in know- 
ledge and hdlineſs may reaſonably be expected and 
required, than of thoſe whole time and attention 
are almoſt wholly and neceſſarily employed in filling 
up the duties of their ation, and in providing a 
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ſubſiſtence for themſelves and their families. But 
ia this reſpect alſo, there are laſt which ſhall be 
frit, and there are firſt which ſhall be laſt, There are 
many whom neceſſity obliges to labour hard for 
their daily bread ; to riſe up early and fit up late in 
order to attain it, who think more of their future 
and everlaſting ſtate ; and are more attentive to ac- 
quire a title to the happineſs of heaven, and a 
meetneſs for its enjoyment, than others, whoſe cir- 
cumſtances and occupations do not demand ſuch 
aſſiduity and labour. Men too ſeldom redeem their 
time for the great purpoſes of their falyation, 
They too feldom employ their hours of leiſure in 
improving in wiſdom, and in promoting their ſpi- 
ritual and eternal intereſts. Inſtead of employing 
it in virtuous purſuits, and rendering it ſubſervient 
to their ſupreme happineſs, they, too generally, 
waſte it in trifling and unprofitable amuſementꝭ: 
nay, often, in vicious indulgence, and criminal 
gratification. 


T would ſubioin, that many, whoſe ſituation af- 
fords them conſtant opportunities for the ſocial ex- 
erciſes of devotion, and who have the privilege of 
ſitting under the inſtructions and exhortations of a 
ſerious and faithful miniftry, fall ſhort in improve- Y 
ment of others to whom theſe important advantages | |. 
are not ſo liberally granted. — In many nations pro- 1 

1 D feſſing 
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feſſing chriſtianity, the exerciſe of public worſhip 


in the manner preſcribed by the goſpel, and in the 
way moſt profitable to the ſouls of men, is not per- 
mitted and allowed. In this nation, in times pait 
the aſſemblies of God's people were held at the ha- 
zard of liberty and life. 
in thoſe diſcouraging and perilous ſeaſons ; and are 
there not no- many, think we, whoſe lot is caſt 
under a ſuperſtitious, arbitrary, and deſpotic go- 
vernment, far ſuperior in religious attainments to 
many profeſſing Chriſtians in this highly favoured 
kingdom, in theſe happy days ? 


And were there not many, 


The inhabitants of this land enjoy the means of 
grace in the richeſt abundance. They have, of 
theſe bleſſings, good meaſure, preſſed down, and 
ſhaken together, and running over. They have 
opportunities of worſhipping their Maker on that 


day which is more immediately conſecrated to his 


* 


ſervice (and in many ſituations, on other days) 


in that way which they judge moſt acceptable to 


him, and moſt beneficial to themſelves; and, as 


thoſe who lead the worſhip, in the various places of 
public devotion, are of different gifts and talents, 
and ſuited to different diſpoſitions and capacities. 
they may fit under the miniſtrations of thoſe, 
whoſe views and ſentiments beſt accord with 
their own; Whoſe inſtructions they reliſh moſt; 
| and 
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and whoſe Jabours they apprehend moſt calculated 
co promote their ſpiritual intereſt and edification. 
What could God have done for us more than he 
hath done? waat better and more liberal means 
could he have beſtowed upon us, than he hath be- 
ſtowed, for acquiring and improving thoſe reli- 
gious and moral diſpoſitions, which are, in the ſight 
of God, of great price; which adorn and dignify 
their poſſeſſor, infinitely more than the higheſt 
diſtinctions, and largeſt treaſures of the world; and 
wich are indiſpenſibly neceſſary for the enjoyment 
of future glory? b 


b It muſt be confeſſed, though to the diſcredit of our 
country, that the privileges] have mentioned, are without 
Legal ſupport, We owe them to the Good Temper of the 
times, and to the Connivance of government, not to the Pro- 
tection of law, to which every good ſubject hath an indiſpu- 
table claim. ' Tis pity the late attempt to make the Letter 
of the Toleration Act conſiſtent with its Spirit, ſhould have 
proved unſucceſsful, The almoſt unanimous approbation it 
met with in the Lower Houſe, was worthy a Britiſh Houte 
of Commons, and will be recorded to their laſting honour, 
i congratulate the friends of religious freedom on ſo noble 
a teſtimony in its favour, Though the attempt failed; yet 
the general voice of the Reprefentatives of the people was no 
ummportant acqui ſition.— | am ſoy the higheſt dignitaries 
vi the Church (who were deemed as reſpectable for their 
Moderation, as their Rank) ſhovid appaſe, and exert their 
influence to fruttrate ſo righteous and ſalutary a defign, The 
ſame Principle that will juflify the retention of thoſe penal 
we, which were wiſhed to be repealed, will juſtify the hor- 
rid perſecutions of the primitive Chrittians by the Pagans ; 


of the Proteftants by the Papiſts; nay, vindicate the cpucie . 


nien of our Saviour by the blood-thirſty Jews, 
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You of this Chriſtian ſociety are under great 
obligations to a good God, for his generous at- 
tention to your moſt important intereſts. He hath 
given you paſtors according to his heart, which 
have fed you with knowledge and underſtanding, 
And, when he hath ſeen fit, in his unerring wiſ— 
dom, to remove one, he hath mercifully ſupplied 
you with another; ſo that the bread of life hath 
been continually diſpenſed to you. A very able 
and excellent preacher, who, for years, ſuſtainerl 
the paſtoral office in this church, I had the plea- 
ſure of knowing. He was a burning and a ſhining 
light in God's ſanctuary. He was a ſcribe wel! 
inſtructed in the kingdom of heaven. His dit- 
courſes were manly, ſtriking, judicious, and evan- 
gelical; admirably adapted, with the divine bleſ- 
ſing, to produce the happieſt effe&ts.—And I have 
heard you ſpeak of his immediate ſucceſſor, 4 
terms of affection and reſpet. I hope you derived 
abundant benefit from their valuable miniſtations. 


The connection lately formed between you and 


my much eſteemed friend and brother, which hath 


given occaſion to the preſent ſervice, will, Itru!l 


F 


be to your mutual comfort, and prove a ſignal in- 
ſtance of the divine favour. From a long and in- 
timate acquaintance with his principles and tem- 
PO. 


© The late Mr. Johnſon. d Dr, Sam vel. 
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per, I am perſuaded, that he will withold nothing 
from you that will miniſter to your profit; and that 
the welfare of your fouls will be his governing aim. 
Receive his inſtructions, exhortations, and reproofs, 
as dictated by a ſenſe of duty, and animated by a 
ſpirit of love. Encourage him to proceed in the 
ſervice to which he is devoted, with chearfulneſs and 
zeal, by affording him unqueſtionable evidence of his 
ſucceſs. This will be a far creater encouragement 
than the warmeſt expreſſions of perſonal friendſhip, 
— That you may receive increaſing pleaſure and ad- 
vantage ſrom his faithful labours, and be his joy 
now, and the crown of his rejoycing in the day of 
the Lord Jeſus, hath been, and will be, our ear- 
neſt ſupplication to the Eternal Throne, | 

As we all are fo happy as to he ſurrounded with 
the light of revelation ; as we have in our hands 
the goſpel of Chriſt, unadulterated with the impure 
mixtures, and corrupt inventions of men ; and have 
ſuch plentiful opportunities of worſhipping the 
Almighty according to his will, it deſerves our 
ſerious conſideration, that, as we are thus diſtin- 
guiſhed by our privileges, we ought to be eminent 
for our improvement. Unleſs we make conſidera- 
ble advances in the {piritaal like, we ſhall not be 
among the largeſt recipients of the future reward. 
Others, with inferior privileges, if their improve- 

ment 
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ment be proportionate, though laſt in privilege, hal 
applauſe in the grand, decifive day. 


But what ſhall we ſay of thoſe, who, ſurrounded 
with the moſt plentiful means of religion, are ut- 
ter ſtrangers to its vital power ; who are the wil. 
ling ſlaves of fin; who are in the gall of bitternes, 
and in the bond of iniquity ; who are the enemies 
of God, and of his Chriit ? — Such will be laſt, in 
the fulleſt and moit dreadful import of the expre!- 
fion : they will be in the moſt tremendous ſituation 
when God ſhall judge the world in righteouſneſs. 
Great and aggravated are their fins ; and great and 
aggravated will be their miſery ! It is the declara- 


of the final judgment, that ſervant which knew 
his Lord's will, and prepared not bimſelf, neither 
did according to his will, ſhall be beaten with 
many ſtripes. This is perfectly conſonant to the 
principles of juſtice and N equity. Acting in oppo- 
ſition to the cleareſt light and knowledge, ard in 
repugnance to the ſtrongeſt arguments and motives 
to duty and obedience, diſcovers the greateſt cor- 
ruption and depravity of mind; the ſtrongeſt averſion 
to holineſs; and the moſt determined attachmen: 
to fin; and, therefore, deſerves the ſoreſt con 
demnation. Our bleſſed Saviour, in the moſt fo. 


ljemn manner, pointed out the awful conſequences 


( 
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be firſt in reward. —They ſhall meet with louder 


tion of our Lord himſelf, referring to the procedure | 
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of avaſed privileges, when he upbraided the cities, 
whercin moit of his mighty works were done, be- 
cauſe they repented not. Wo, unto thee, Chorazin, 


wo, unto thee, Bethſaida : for if the mighty works 


which were done in you, had been done in Tyre 
2nd Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 
ſack- cloth and aſhes. But I fay unto you, it ſhall 
be more tolerabc.e for Tyre and Sidon, at the day 
of judgment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum, 


which art exalted unto heaven, ſhalt be brought 


down to hell : for if the mighty works which have 
been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained until this day. But I fay 


unto you, that it ſhall be more tolerable for the 


land of Sodom, in the my of judgemeat, than 
tor thee, 


It will be a great aggravation of the future mi- 
ſery of thoſe, who continue in a flaie of inpeni- 
tence, under the rac? advantageous means of re- 
tormation, that others, who enjoyed means far in- 
ferior, were prevailed on to turn from fin unto 
God, and are made happy in his favour and pre- 


ſence for ever. The men of Nineveh, ſays our 


Lord, ſhall rife in judgment with this generation, 
and ſhall condemn it, becauſe they repented at the 


preaching of Jonas, and behold, a greater than 
Jonas is here, The queen of the South ſhall riſe 
ap 
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up in the Kidda zment with this generation, and {al 
| condemn it: for ſhe came from the uttermoſt parts of 
the earth to hear the w.ſ\dom of Solomon, and 
behold, a greater than Solomon is here. How 
will it enhance their diftrefs and anguiſh when 
thoſe, who ſeemed far diſtant from happineſs; 
who came, ſo to ſpeak, from the eaſt and from 
the weſt, and from the north and from the ſouth, 
| ſhall ſrt down in the kingdom of God, and they 
themſelves be thruſt out, Is there are many, who 
enjoy leſs privileges, ſhall wear a brighter crown 
in the heavenly kingdom, than others whoſe pri- 
vileges were greater; ſo while many of the former, 
in the final day, ſhall be advanced to diltinguiſhed 
elo. many of the latter, ſhall be condemned t» 
the loweſt pic of ral a ! — fix your atten- 
| ” of | _— tion upon this, ye, whoſe advantages are great and 
= 4 17 * numerous — there are lat which ſhall be firſt, aud 
Wt there are fri! which ſhall be laſt, 


75 
Aggravated will be our condemnation, if, now 
light is come into the world, we love darkneſs ra- 
ther than light, becauſe our deeds are evil. God 
hath ſhown us our danger, as ſinners, and pointed 

out our refuge; he hath ſhown us our diſeaſe, and 
diſcovered to us the remedy ; and is exhorting us, 
with prefling imporunity, to flee to the one, and 

to apply the other: and, if, after all, we will lie 

| T: down 
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down in our guilt, and perſiſt in our fins, we ſhall 
deſervedly be undone : we add ingratitude to rebel- 
ton, and ſhall draw upon ourſelves double ruin, 
Our fituation is ſuch, that unleſs we ſecure the 
great reward, great and accumulated will be our 
final miſery. 


The obſervation of our Saviour may be farther 
illuſtrated: for, as there are firſt in religious pri- 
vilege, ſo, 


In the sz con place, there are ſirſt in reli- 
gious profeſſion, Which ſhall be laſt in reward in 
the day of retribution; and there are laſt which 
ſhall be firſt, 


Among thoſe who were born in a Chriſtian land, 
and wear the Chriſtian name, the greater number 
make no pretenſion to a religious character.— 
Theſe, though denominated Chriftians, in diſtinc- 
tion from the avowed ſons of infidelity, are not in- 


cluded in the uſual appellation of profeſſors. By 


profeſiors are meant ſuch as not only call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, but alſo profeſs to walk in all the 
coramandments and ordinances of the Lord; to be 


under the prevailing power of religious principle; 


to have their hearts ſincere and upright before God, 
and to be animated with the hope of ſuture glory, 
Of theſe, ſome make 2 louder, and more oftenta- 
tous rrofeſiica than others. Some are ready and 

E. torward, 
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forward, in all places, at all ſeaſons, and upon at 
occaſions, to talk of the thiugs of religion, and of 
the experience they have had of it; — are exceed- 
ingly attentive to what is unimportant and trivial; 
— ſtrongly tenacious of their opinions and ſenti- 
ments, even upon points intricate and ſpeculative ; 
and eager and zealous for their ſupport and propa- 
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gation, as if the very being and exiſtence of 
' Chriſtianity depended on them. The loudeſt and 
warmeſt profeſſors, however, are not always to be 
ranked with the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſaints, I be- 
keve they ſeldom have a right to be ſo. A deep 
river flows in filence, while a,ſhallow ſtream is 
nouy and Camorens, F orward, talkatrve, often + 
tatious proſeſſors are apt to ſatisfy themſelves with 
the ſhadow inſtead of the ſubſtance ; with the ap- 
pearance inſtead of the reality; I mean with the 
profeſhon of religion inſtead of its practice. Theit 
aim, too often, is to court the applauſe, and excite 
the 2dmiration of men. The Phariſees of old. 
who were the firſt-rate profeſſors in their day, 
loved to pray ſtanding in the ſynagogues, and at 
the corners of ftreets, where they might attract the 
| moſt notice and obſervation, that they might have 
glory of men. They prided themſelves, in their 
ſuppoſed ſuperior ſanctity to others, and were 
ready to ſay to every one that approached them, — 
come not near to me, for J am holier than thou 
The; 
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| They u ere extremely ſolicitous to make a fair ſhowin 
the fleſn; but were not at all concerned to he what 
they wiſhed to appear. 
corrupt and vicious beings that ever diſgraced our 
nature. 
among the foremoſt in their pretenſions to religion, 
who have been gutky of the moſt difhoneſt and re- 
3 hful practices? When, by one means or ano- 

ther, the maſk of hypocriſy Hath dropped, have they 

not exhibited, to the ſurprize and aſtoniſhment of 
_ thoſe around them, a  defogyed 8 and deteſtable cha- 


racter? — Lam notdipoied to ume R ; 
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But ſuppoſing a vicious profe ſſor Reeps up the de- 
ception to the end of life; yet what is the hope of 
che hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God 


1aketh away his foul? He Will be among thoſe who 


will feel the ſevereſt frokes of God's righteous an- 
ger; who will be compelled to drink the very dregs 
of his fury. The moſt tremendous 'thunders of 
God's vengeance are denomiced againſt the painted 
hypocrite, in the divine word. Wo, untd you, 


Scribes, Phariſees, Hypocrites, was repeatedly ut- 


tered by the Great Head of the Church, and the 


final Judge of the world, while he reſided among 
men. A portion with Hypecrites is a phraſe made 
12 Or in ſcripture, as expreſſive of the utmoſt ſeve- 
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rity of the ſinner's doom. And, ſurely, ſuch as are 
the wretched ſlaves of fin, while they wear the ſpe- 
cious garb of religion; as are the determined ene- 
mies of all righteouſneſs, while they pretend a 
more than ordinary veneration for it; as have a 
deep-rooted averſion to the government of the Re- 
deemer, while they profeſs a more than ordinary 
zeal for his glory, deſerve to be made the moſt 
dreadful monuments of the Almighty's anger. — 
They are chargeable with the moſt deteſtable mock.- 
ery, and with the moſt daring inſult. 


But when men, under a ſpecious profeſſion, do 
not conceal a vicious heart and Aubjetx tmnem- 
ſelves to aggravated miſery ; : "when they have ſome 
good thing in them towards the Lord God of 
Iſrael, their religious attaipments are often inic- 
rior to what cheir profeſſion promiſes. They are, 
to apply the phrafe of the apoſtle, but bahes in 
Chriſt, They are too little upon their guard; too 
eaſily betrayed into impropriety of expreſſion and 
conduct; too impatient of contradiction; too 
naſty and paſſionate ; too harſh and rigoraus with 
their domeſtics and dependents ; too much elated 
with proſperity, and too much deprelled in adver- 
lity : they are ready to faint when they are rebuked 
of the Lord, even when his corrections are ſo gentle, 
that a principle of religion in any degree of vigour, 


would 
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would eaſily ſuſtain them. — The day of trouble, 
in a ſpecial manner, calls forth to action the vir- 
tues of th: Chriſtian, and diſcovers their ſtrength or 
weakneſs ; and in many initences, ſuch as one would 


have imagined, judging from their profeſſion, to 
be ſo far abſtracted from the world, and ſo much 
captivated with eternal objects, as to be, in a 
great meaſure, ſuperior to the frowns and diſap- 
pointments of life, have been dejected and ſpiritleſs 
in the ſeaſon of ſorrow, and admitted hard thoughts 
cf God's providential dealings with them. With 
all their high pretenſions, they have ſadly failed in 
the day of trial. The truth is, their attention hach 
been employed moſt on things which deſerve the 

leaſt; aud leaſt on a things which deſerve the moſt. 
They have been chiefly attentive to the exteriors 5 of 
religion, and not ſufficiently exerciſed in thoſe ſe- 
cret and ſpiritual offices in which the buſineſs of the 
Obriſtian principally lies, and which moſt happily 
conduce to the growth and improvement of the | 
bel ciſpoſitions and affections of the heart, 
do not breſume to cenflirs any for their con- 
ſtant and regular attendance on the externals of 
worſhip, on God's own day; or for their embracing 
occaſional opportunities on other days, when the 
duties of civil life will admit of it. I do not pre- 
ſume to reſlect on thoſe who are ready at all ſuita- 
| ble 
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ble ſeaſons to ſpeak of the things of Ged, and cr 
things which concern their eternal ſalvation; and 
to give a reaſon of the hope that is in them with 
meekneſs and reverence. Whoſoever, ſaid our Sa- 
viour, ſhall be aſhamed of me and my words, 1n 
this adulterous and finful generation, of him alſo 
Hall the fon of man be aſhamed when he comet! 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.— 
What I intend to ſuggeſt is, that ſome who have 
ſhown a warm affection to external ordinances ; 
and bcen eager to ſpeak on the moſt ſolemn ſub- 
jets ; and whoſe profeſſ on would indicate high de- 
'grees of religious attainment, have, after all, been 
utterly deſtitute of vital godlineſs: and that others, 
though not entirely deſtitute of it, have poſſeſſed 
but a ſcanty meature; and, therefore, — 
fir in profeſſion, ſball be laſt in reward — The 
modeſt, humble, diffident Chriſtian generally ex- 
cells in worth of character. It is the natural diſ- 
poſition of true worth to be fond of ſecrecy and 
retirement. It diſlikes what ſavours of parade and 
ohentation. Many, without pretending to extra- 
ordinary degrees of ſanctity, have much of the 
power cf religion in them; keep up intimate cor- 
reſpondence with their Gad, and intercourſe with 
their Redecmer; ſtand aloof from the world and its 
ain concerns ; have their ſouls OT bent to- 

aras heaven, aud are eminently fitted for its poſ- 

| ſeſſion. 
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 {efion. And will not ſuch receive a dillinguiſhed 
reward in the day of retribution ? 2 
. ele Oo 

6 there are, firſt in the eſteem 
of men, who judge from the uten appearance, 
which ſhall be laſt in God's account hereafter; and 
there are laſt which ſhall be firſt.— We can only 
judge of the characters of others by their profeſſion 
and practice. 'The:r hearts are beyond the reach of 
our diſcernment, But it appears, from what hath 
been ſaid, that, if we judge of men's characters 
by their profeſtien, our judgment will frequently 
be erroneous z. as they who make the moſt ſpecious 
profeſſion, are not always the moſt virtuous and 
holy, They are often ke the barren fig-tree, 
which looked goodly and promiſing to the diſtant 
beholder. — Men's practices are a better rule of judg- 
ment than their proſeſſion; but theſe do not furniſh 
a ſure criterion, Men may practiſe well, and yet 
be devoid of true religion; that is, they may per- 
form the matter of duty, and yet be defective as 
to the motive; they may act on improper and un- 
worthy principles: and actions, in themſelves good, 
if they procecd from wrong principles, cannot be 
acceptable to Him, before waoſe all- penetrating 
eye the ſpring of every action is naked and open. 
Men's characters cannot, with certainty, be eſti- 
mated, without knowing the motives of their con- 
wo duc. 
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duct. Though I beftow all my goods to feed the 


poor, ſays St. Paul, and though I give my body 


to be burned, and have not charity, if I act not 


from a right principle, it profiteth me nothing. 


Piberal contributions in aid of the diſtreſſed ma y 
ifec from an oſtentatious temper, ang” a defire 
of human-applauſe ; ; and not from a ſonſe of duty, 
and a real commiĩſeration of the miſeries of men. 


The external offices of devotion may be attended 


on in compliance with cuſtom F and out of a ſelfiſh 
fegard to temporal intereſt ;” a reputation for reli- 
gion, in ſome ſituations, ard ſome connections, 
being neceſſary to worldly gain. We, therefore, 
Rot Khowing men's motives of action, are liable 
to miſtake in our judgment of their characters.— 

Beſides, in general, we can only ſee thoſe actions 
which they do before the eye of the public, when 
they conduct chemſelves with moſt reſerve and cau- 


tion. We fee them not in the private walks of 
hfe, and in their moſt undiſgniſed moments. 


And, alas! how different do many act in theſe dif- 
ferent ſeaſons! How different che face they wear 
when hid, from what they wear when expoſed to 
the inſpection of the world! — hut, though we 

may be deceived by falſe reprefentiens, and 5 


Partial views, the moral Governor and final Judge 


ef men cannot be deceived. Be judgeth not ac- 


cording do man's judgment, To him every cha- 
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rater is diſtinctly, minntely and perfectly known : 


and according to his true character, e every man will 


be dealt with hereafter. 10 the great day of ac- 


count, every diſguiſe will utterly vaniſh ; and all 
will appear in their true colours : and then it will 
be ſeen, what our Saviour hath aſſerted in the text, 
— there are laſt which ſhall be frſt, and there are 
firſt which ſhall be laſt. Many, who ſtood high in the 
opinion of the world, who were not only deemed 
ſincere and upright Chriſtians; but Chriſtians of 
the firſt magnitude, will then be found (notwith- 
ſtanding the reputation they bore through the cur- 
teſy of che world) to have been in the gall of bit- 
terneſs, and in the bond of iniquity: and, if 
Chriſtians, yet Chriſtians of the loweſt Rature. 
And many, who were of interior eſtimation ; 
who were held of but ſmall account for any virtu · 


ous and ſpiritual attainment, vil then appear to 


have been among the excellent of the earth, 
in whom is God's delight; to nave been among 
thoſe of whom the world was not worthy, Their 
excellencies ſhone, while here e wichin a nar- 
row circle, ow ing to the obſcurity of their ſitua- 
tion, or to an amiable and un: ited modeſty. 
But in that day, (when. noihing that is now ſecret 
ſhall he hid; when all things ſhall be openly 
revealed before an afembled univerſc) their 
graces ſhall ſhine forth, like the ſun emerging from 


y | a cloud, 
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a cloud, in their full ſplendor and glory; and 
they ſhall receive, at the hands of their approving - 
Judge, in the preſence, and with the acclamations 


of the hoſt of heaven, a PREY large and 
magnificent reward. 


In the rouarn 1 ew are rſt in na- 
tural and acquired endowments, which ſnall be 


laſt in the day of retribution ; and there are laſt 
which ſhall be firſt. 


As religion, in dignity, excellence and benefit, 
infinitely ſurpaſſes every thing betide, preſenting 
the nobleſt objects to the mind, furniſhing the 
compleateſt rules of conduct, and promiſing and 
enſuring an excecding and an eternal weight of 
glory, it might reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that men 
of the beſt and moſi cultivated underſtandings 
would be moſt cordially and zealouſiy devoted to 
it. But this ſuppoſition, however probable in ſpe- 
culation, is contradicted by experience, Thoſe of 
the beſt and moſt improved natural capacities are 
often deſtitute of real virtue, and enemies to their 
everlaſting happineſs, Few, comparatively, who 
have a diſtinguiſhed ſhare of this world's wiſdom, 
are wife unto ſalvation. But there are others, 
whoſe mental faculties are rather below the ordi- 
nary ſtandard, and which they have had little op- 
p ortuni 
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portunity for improving, who are truly wiſe ; wiſe 
for God, for their ſouls, and for eternity ; and are 
making continual progreſs in the road to perfection. 
As in the days of our Saviour, ſo in ours, things of 
the utmoſt moment are often hid from the. wile and 


prudent, and revealed unto babes. I ſhall only 
juſt add, 


In the F1yT E place, that there are firſt in 
worldly poſſeſſions, which ſhall be laſt in the awful 
day of judgment; and that there are laſt which 
ſhall be firſt. 


Many have liberally received of the blefiings of 


God's bounty, who have no part in the bleſſings of 
of his grace, which are the ſoul's chief ornament 
and treaſure. In the midſt of outward proſperity, 
tLeir ſouls are wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked. And there are poor in this 
world, who are rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom. The former have their good things in this 
life ; the latter will have their portion in that which 
15 to come. The rich man, who was cloathed in pur- 
ple, and fine linen, and fared ſumptuouſly every 


day, was, after death, in a place of torment. La- 


zarus, the beggar, when death had paſſed upon him, 
was carried by a band cf angels into Abraham's 
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SERMON. 
bofom. You ſee your calling, brethren, fays St. 
Faul, how that not many viſe men after the fleſh, 
= not many mighty, not many noble are called, but 
=. God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world, 
| to confound the wiſe ; and God hath choſen the 
weak things of the world, to confound the things 
which are miglity; and the baſe things of the 
world, and things which are deſpiſed, hath God 
choſen, yea, and things which are not, to bring 
to nought things that are; that no fleſh ſhould 
glory in his preſence, - By and by all earthly diſ- 
tinctions will be no more. And thoſe only will 
have the pre-eminence, who acted beſt in the ſta- 
# tions affigned them, and beſt improved the talents 
entruſted to their care. 
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